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Sexual orientation not 
included in analysis

In their analysis of human papillomavirus 
(HPV) infection in oropharyngeal cancer in 
five comprehensive cancer centres, Hab-
bous and colleagues1 did not include sex-
ual orientation as a demographic charac-
teristic. The population of men who have 
sex with men is at far higher risk of HPV 
infection, with increased susceptibility 
owing to the prevalence of HIV infection. 
This could account for much of the 
increased incidence of HPV-related oro-
pharyngeal cancer in men.
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