are generally useful. He is right that “it
is worth writing [a living will] to pro-
vide guidance to surrogate decision-
makers” and, I would add, health care
providers.

Ney disagrees with my position, la-
belling it “opinion not based in fact.”
The removal of artificial nutrition and
hydration from patients evokes strong
reactions because people have differing
values. Some believe that one has an ob-
ligation to preserve life. Others, per-
haps the majority of Canadians, believe
that an individual’s right of privacy is
more important. I have written else-
where that the values of those with reli-
gious or cultural reasons to preserve life
in a persistent vegetative state ought to

be respected.” But tolerance is a 2-way
street. Terri Schiavo did not share the
conservative Catholic views of her par-
ents and told her husband “I don’t want
to be kept alive on a machine.” Terri
Schiavo’s values and choices are just as
worthy of respect as those who would
choose differently for themselves.

Charles Weijer

Associate Professor of Bioethics,
Medicine and Surgery

Dalhousie University

Halifax, NS
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Corrections

In a news brief* about the new Cana-
dian Cardiovascular Atlas, the online
link is incorrectly stated. It should
be www.ccort.ca. We apologize for
any inconvenience this may have
caused.
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In a recent Clinical Vistas Brief," the ti-
tle of the article was changed in error
from Dextrocardia with situs solitus to
Dextrocardia with sinus solitus. We
apologize for our mistake.
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In a recent Clinical Vista,* one of the
authors’ names was spelled incorrectly.
The correct spelling is Alyson Shaw.
We regret the error.
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