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Medical school admissions

Re: “Mission impossible: the quest for
medical school.”1 If the author is sug-
gesting that more medical student slots
are required, I would agree. If the
author is suggesting that successful
non-GTA applicants to these two med-
ical schools are not as “bright” as
unsuccessful applicants from the GTA,
I would like to see some evidence to
support his claim. 

Mark Otto Baerlocher
University of Toronto, Toronto, Ont. 
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Social pain and opioid use

Re: “Opioid prescribing challenges
doctors.”1 Increased narcotic prescrib-
ing may not be the primary reason for
the rise in the street use of these drugs.
There may be a common underlying
factor — an increase in social pain. The
use of functional magnetic resonance
imaging reveals that social rejection
hurts just as much as physical pain.2 As
a GP who specializes in treating emo-
tional pain, I can verify that this is defi-
nitely on the rise. As more people lose
their jobs or fear losing them, as more
young people despair of any meaning-
ful future, as life becomes harder and

social supports disappear, human pain
increases and so does the need for
relief. I have found that distressed indi-
viduals and families request less phar-
macological analgesia when they get
more social support. Unfortunately,
social policy is going in the opposite
direction. As more people are burdened
with overwhelming stress, we will see a
greater demand for legal and illegal
opioids. 

Susan M. Rosenthal MD
Private practice, Guelph, Ont.
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Correction

A news article on painkiller guidelines1

stated that oxycodone is “twice as
addictive as morphine,” after several
interviewees expressed that personal
belief. However, that belief does not
appear to be backed up by any research
studies. The CMAJ apologizes for the
error.
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