
Appendix 1, as submitted by the authors. Appendix to: Reppas-Rindlisbacher C, Wiesenfeld L, Stall NM. Antipsychotic medications for older adults 
with delirium admitted to hospital. CMAJ 2023. doi: 10.1503/cmaj.230227. Copyright © 2023 The Author(s) or their employer(s). To receive this 

resource in an accessible format, please contact us at cmajgroup@cmaj.ca. 

Online Supplementary Appendix 
 

 
Table 1 – Antipsychotic medications used for hyperactive delirium in older adults 

Drug Class Starting Doses Routes Sedation Risk of EPS Anticholinergic 
activity 

Quetiapine 
Second 

Generation 
6.25 – 12.5 mg Oral High Low Moderate† 

Risperidone  
Second 

Generation 
0.25 – 0.5 mg Oral  Low High Moderate  

Olanzapine  
Second 

Generation 
1.25 – 2.5 mg Oral, IM High Moderate  High 

Haloperidol 
First 

Generation 
0.25 – 0.5 mg Oral, IM, IV‡ Low High Low 

Loxapine  
First 

Generation 
10 mg  Oral, IM High  Moderate Moderate 

IM=intramuscular, IV=intravenous, EPS=extrapyramidal symptoms.  
†At high doses (>100 mg) not typically used for delirium. ‡ Substantial risk of QT prolongation with IV use.  
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