
1908 excluded based on screening 
of titles and abstracts

58 Full text articles 
d

38 articles identified from review 
of reference lists and from expert 

6 articles met inclusion criteria

90 excluded based on specific criteria 
 • 9 non-English language 
 • 20 no relevant data 
 • 34 nonsystematic review article 
 • 9 case report or letter 
 • 10 study involved children 

• 8 study involved chronic arthritis 

1966 references identified 
 • 1309 Medline 
 • 602 EMBASE 
 • 55 CINAHL

 
 
Appendix 2 (as supplied by the authors): Study Flow. CINAHL = Cumulative Index to Nursing and Allied Health 
Literature 

Appendix to: Ma L, Cranney A, Holroyd-Leduc JM. Acute monoarthritis: what is the cause of my patient's painful 
swollen joint? CMAJ 2009;180(1):59-65. 


