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Matched individuals with no prior 
vascular disease (n = 19 377) 
(3925 PMR; 15 452 no PMR) 

PMR patients with required corticosteroid 
prescriptions and matched non-PMR patients

(n = 16 334) 
(3318 PMR; 13 016 no PMR) 

PMR patients alive and 
with < 2 corticosteroid 
prescriptions at 6 mo 

(n = 607) 

Non-PMR patients 
matched to PMR patients 

without sufficient 
corticosteroid prescriptions 

(n = 2436) 

Individuals meeting inclusion criteria and 
with ≥ 1 day of time at risk (n = 16 318) 

(3315 PMR; 13 003 no PMR) 

PMR patients with 
0 days at risk 

(n = 3) 

Non-PMR patients with 
0 days at risk (n = 4) 

Non-PMR patients with 
no remaining, matched 

PMR patients 
(n = 9) 

66 patients had alternative rheumatological 
diagnosis. They and matched controls 

excluded 
(3249 PMR; 12 735 no PMR) 

Appendix 1 (as supplied by the authors): Flowchart of participant selection 

Note: PMR = polymyalgia rheumatica. 


